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1 4-±5 September 1 , 1899 

Concerning yellow fever at Cosamaloapam. 

City op Mexico, Mexico, August 21, 1899. 

Sir : The report of the presence of yellow fever at Cosamaloapan, a 
town of 6,000 inhabitants, situated on the Papaloapan Eiver, which 
was telegraphed to you to-day, came from a telegraphic report received 
by the governor of the federal district here. I am informed that the 
inhabitants of that place must make a two days' journey before reach- 
ing the new railway now under construction from Port San Juan, from 
which place they must proceed by boat to Vera Cruz, thence to the 
United States or Cuba. Until the new railroad to Orizaba is completed 
no especial daDger may be looked for from this source. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. B. Cofee, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Weekly inspection service at the City of Mexico, Monterey, and San Luis 

Potosi. 

City of Mexico, Mexico, August 22, 1899. 
Sir : I have the honor to make my weekly report as follows : At 
City of Mexico, for the week ended August 21, 105 passengers for the 
"United States via the Mexican-Texas border were inspected, 97 passed, 
and 8 detained, and 13 pieces of baggage disinfected. Of passengers 
for Havana and New York via Vera Cruz, 12 were inspected and 1 
detained and baggage disinfected. Of passengers for New Orleans and 
New York via Tampico, 1 was inspected and passed. At Monterey, 
for the week ended August 18, 39 passengers were inspected, 37 passed, 
and 2 detained and baggage disinfected. The health of Monterey is 
still reported good. At San Luis Potosi, for the week ended August 19, 
8 passengers were inspected and passed. 

Eespectfully, yours, L. E. Cofer, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. S. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

PERSIA. 

Further concerning plague at Bushire. 

Teheran, Persia, July 8, 1899. 
Sir: Supplementary to my consular dispatch of the 22d ultimo, 
regarding the appearance of the plague at Bushire, on the Persian Gulf, 
I beg to inform you that I have made further inquiries into the sanitary 
conditions of that port. Mr. Spring Eice, the secretary of the British 
legation, has just transmitted to me the latest reports on the subject 
received from their own consul-general. Mr. Spring Eice states that on 
the 4th and 5th of June the consulate doctor and his assistant at Bushire 
actually saw cases of plague, and from the description given, the council 
of doctors here thought there was no doubt as to the nature of the dis- 
ease. It appears that the first case was introduced from Muscat, but as 
it was not reported on the arrival of the ship, the quarantine regula- 
tions were not put in force, consequently the city became infected. 
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Since the 5th ultimo no fresh case has been seen by foreign doctors, but 
they report a high rate of mortality. The priests absolutely refuse to 
allow the doctors to see any affected patients, and the Government here 
maintains that the plague does not exist. The great heat and the very* 
unusual dryness of the atmosphere will probably circumscribe the 
effects of the disease, and, it is to be hoped, put a stop to it altogether. 
Eespectfully, yours, John Tyler, 

Vice- Consul- General, In Charge. 
The honorable the Assistant Secretary of State. 

TUBKEY. 

[Report No. 224.] 
Sanitary report from Constantinople — Plague in Djiddah. 

THE LAST PLAGUE EPIDEMIC IN DJIDDAH. 

Constantinople, July 29, 1899. 

Sir : The sanitary reports sent by the sanitary physicians who acted 
in the Red Sea during the last pilgrimage are at hand. I am conse- 
quently able to give s*ome further details on the pilgrimage, namely, on 
the last outbreak of plague in Djiddah. 

The number of pilgrims who have undergone quarantine in the 
lazaretto of Camaran, on their way to the Holy Land of Tslam, is 14,074. 
They were transported by 24 steamships and 12 sailing vessels. The 
steamers were English, 19 ; Dutch, 3 ; and Ottoman, 2. The sailing 
vessels were Ottoman, 11, and French, 1. 

These 14,074 pilgrims were embarked at the harbors of Singapore, 
Chittagong, Bassorah, Soerabuya, Probolingo, Muscat, Makalla, Bah- 
rein, Udjira, and Aden. During the quarantine of said pilgrims, 460 
disinfecting operations by the disinfecting oven were performed. In 
every operation of disinfection the wearing apparel and the belongings 
of 30 pilgrims were disinfected. 

Besides the presence of pneumonic plague cases on which I have 
already laid stress in my report No. 217, dated May 12, there were 3 
smallpox deaths, 2 from enteritis chronica, 2 from dysentery, 6 from 
heart disease, 1 from sunstroke, and 2 from typhoid fever. Dr. Cren- 
diropulos, who gives the above-mentioned details, says in his general 
report dated Camaran, April 25, 1899, "a complete bacteriological 
laboratory in Camaran is indispensable." He expresses his opinion in 
a masterly way, stating that many times the sanitary physician could 
not make a diagnosis without the aid of the microscope. Bronchitis, as 
well as pneumonia, for instance, could not be known as having their 
origin in plague without seeing the microbe in the microscope. This 
he writes is a real danger for the sanitary physician, because said ill- 
nesses can not be otherwise recognized. It is not the question of cholera, 
the symptoms of which are striking and very easily recognizable. A 
slight diarrhea, a slight bronchitis, or a rising of the body temperature, 
would it not be suspicious? But how to ascertain it? How could he 
reasonably oblige a thousand or more pilgrims to undergo a ten or fif- 
teen days' longer quarantine only because among them there are a few 
who suffer from a light bronchitis or single fever; or if we suppose that 
among said thousand pilgrims there are 2 or 3 presenting buboes, 
how could he know that there is a question of plague? Said fact has 
occurred at the lazaretto of Camaran where very stringent steps have 



